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“ On Dec. 19, 1975, the U.S:
Senate Armed ~Services
Commlttee approved the
nommatlon of George Bush 2

““director
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“of the W‘(—f‘en‘tral‘
Intelligence. Agency - (CIA). It
will be-a. mistake. if the full]

Senate votes tms month to;

“‘confirm Bush as director.”

~The ~activities, procedures
and policies of the CIA have
_beén scrutlmzed durmg ‘the
‘past: few - ‘months.==.CIA
connectrons “with- orgamzed
.erime,’ political assassination
“plots and illegal interference in
“the lives of U S. citizens have
been revealed to the countr :

The “time" was rldht for an
appomtment “ &

dlstmgmshed ‘a evperson-w1th
<experience -in the’ intelligence
:field who -couild lead:the 'CIA
“out of its morale-shattered’and
corrupt atmosphere-*

“_-But President. Ford, ~while
shuffhnd appointees durmg hi
personnel shake-up last fall

outgomd s Dlrector leham
- Colby.. :
: Bush ‘was. - servmg as - the =
. head of the U.S liaison . office -
-in China at the time of his -
- nornination to the CIA post.
~But his career has been almost
entirely pohtlcal -
“- Bush . was g ass ool
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='congressman,

« in charge of a nonpartlsan

senatortal- candldate and,’
during - ‘former* President
Nixon’s last days: in - office,
chairman- of the natlonalr
Repubhcan party. - ' '
~Bush~is dlstmguxshed and,
able, -but has no experience in
the mtelhcence field. He knows
littie about the workings of the
sophisticated agency he w1ll be ,
expected to command.- i
Bush was forced to derare"
hlmself out of consideration for
the - 1976 :Republican . vice
presxdentlal nomination before
being. approved by »the Senate_

* .-_-,

CIA director.- The full” Senate.j
must do it for him.” ..
-.Future. presidents makmg

,appomtments to non- partlsan

"7 jobs -s-must-- »-break ~this:
unfortunate precedent “US.:
. citizens will have confidencein
' “the workings of the CIA only
when a .nonpartisan person is

1 : CIA-RDP99-00498R000100040163-0

"'Texas" .




